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capital fell into the hands of the allied English and
Persians in 1622 (A.H. 1031).8 Hormuz thereafter ceased
to be of importance and its trade passed to Bandar
'Abbas.

The Shi'ah formula appearing on these coins also points
to Persia or the Persian Gulf as a probable locality of
the mint of issue. According to Teixeira the people of
Hormuz were Shi'ahs and Sunnis, the kings belonging
to the latter sect:9 Pyrard, however, states that the
kings "sont Mahometans comme les Perses."10 If they
were not Shi'ahs, the political dependence of Hormuz on
Persia may perhaps account for the presence of the
formula.11 Further, the weight of the coins is not incom-
patible with their identification as Horrnuz xerafins of
300 reis each, when compared with the Venetian sequin
of 420 and the pagoda of 360 reis. The general con-
clusion, therefore, is that these gold coins are ashrafis or
xerafins of Hormuz, struck by the kings of that place
under the suzerainty of the Portuguese.

The Commentaries of Afonso Dalboquerque show that in
the early years of the sixteenth century the xerafim was
the chief coin of the countries bordering the Persian Gulf

8 The historical sketch given above is chiefly from Mr. Donald
Ferguson's notes to the Kings of Hormuz. Mr. Ferguson, however, is
not quite correct in attributing to de Oouto the statement that on the
death of Ceifadim there succeeded Xargol Xa", son of Torunxa. The
original Portuguese has: " Por morte deste (sc. Mahamed Xa, que
reinou nove annos, e era filho de Ceifadim) succedeo Xargol Xa, filho
de TorunxaV' He adds, however : " Este Xargol mandou depois Nuno
da Cunha ir succedir no Beyno, vindo-lhe novas da morte d'EKRey
Ceifadim/' an obvious error (Dec. V., liv. IX., cap. 10).

0 Kings of Hwmuis, p. 168.

10                                 Paris edition of 1679, Vol. II., cap. 18, p. 155.

11                                   In 1513 Ceifadim accepted "the cap and prayer of the Xeque
Ismael" (Shin Ism'ail I) and admitted his supremacy: he apparently
became a Shi'ah,   Gomm. Dalboq^ Part IV,, capp. 18 and 30.